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Role of EIA in economic development:
Bangladesh context

by Md. Sohrab Ali

HE most difficult question

before the world today is, how
long the carth resources, rencwable
and nonrenewable, can be able o
meet the increasing demand of
industrial societics and of a fast
growing population.

Lltonts have been made to define
EIA  (Environmental  Impact
Assessiment) in many ways. In
short, EIA Is an instrument which is
used o aid and improve the deci-
sion making process. Clark (1989)
proposes to describe it as follows:
“EIA is a procedure for encouraging
decision-makers to take account of
the puossible elfects of development
invesunents on envi-

or countrics like it wheie peoples
are leading a subhuman life, Other
than cconomic development there
is no alternative to rescue them
from such a disgraced condition. In
order to meet the fundamental
need, creation of new jobs thiough
massive Industrialisation zlongside
agricultural development is much
important for Bangladesh having
ever increasing and  high popula-
tion density. But that development
must be balanced and sustainable.
The past development activitics
of Bangladesh showed us that very
little attention was paid to the envi-
ronmental impacts of the develop-

ours. So o maintaln a higher st
dard of living industrial culture is
essential alongslde agricultural cul:
ture. It is difficult to find in the
world countries which are not
industrial yet enjoy a relatively high
standard of living or a non-industrial
country In which farmers are will
fed. But due to weak economic con
dition industrialisation with sclf-
finance is still a distant goal, That's
why foreign investment s
inevitable for our cconomic uplift,
Prior to identifying how EIA can
play a vital role in economic devel
opment and maintalning sound
cnvironment, we have to bear it in

“Pollution precedes treatment” sys
tem into “ Ureatment precedes pol
Iution” ic. encouriges w take pre

ventive measures
EIA provides a basis for determin:
ing the direction and scale of the
development ol a given region,
Base line data are collected at the
initiation of EIA about the soclo:
cconomic and environmental condl
tlons of the region and these infor:
mation will indicate the magnitude
of developrent. Morcover poten
tlal environmental Imipacts duce to
implementation of a project can be
envisaged alang with their probable
cuhancement/mitigation measures,
In a2 word, a

ronmental quality and
natural resource pro-
ductivity and a tool
Iur collecting and
assembling the data
planners need 1o

EIA provides a basis for determining the direction and scale of the develop-
ment of a given region. Base line data are collected at the initiation of EIA
about the socio-economic and environmental conditions of the region and

these information will indicate the magnitude of development.

cnvironment
mianagement
puideline of that
particular drea is
thus formulated.
During carrying

make development
projects more sustainable and envi
ronmentally sound. EIA Is usually
applicd in support of policies for a
more rational, sustainable use ol
resourees in achieving economic
development.”

At every stage of development
man has used more and more
resources to uphold that stage and
thus endangered the resource base.
So desertification, reduced agricul-
tural production, drought, fMood
and other natural calamitics are the
resultant effects of human  activi-
tics. These are very common phe-
nomena across the globe, especially
in Bangladesh.

In such a deteriorating global
cavironmental context, wise men
around world decided to stop all
kinds of misuse of natural
resources. So to ensure rational and
judicious use of resources world's
political leaders, environmentalists,
development planners and repre-
scnttives from other strata put
theie heads together in Rlo de
Janeiro in 1992 popularly known as
Larth Summit, Decision was taken
to bring change in world's develop

+omient strategy i.e. sustainable devel
i opment in place of traditional one
where regenerative capacity ol
resources will be conserved and
thus ensure to fullil the need of pre-
scnt and future gencration.
Bangladesh has ratitied the deci:
sions taken and that's why cannot
by-pass the responsibilities to mate-
rialise them. Furthermore imple-
mentation of those decisions is
much more significant for the sake

of national development.
Economic development Is essen-

ol for the existence of Bangladesh

ment projects and thay exacted a
price. In Banglidesh tor exiinple,,
Nood contrel/construction of bar-
rage or damyirrigation projects
could not draw any attention to
environmental protection of the
development planners. Today's
highly reduced fish production
including reduced species diversity
of aquatic liora and fauea, silted-up
river bed, inundation, water stag-
nancy ete. because irresponsible
activities are causing immeasurable
sufferings to the people. Likewise
convironmental issues did not
include industrinlization

Unplanned development of vari-
ous industries vn both side of the
river Buriganga, the tmnery indus
try of Hazaribagh are responsible
lor today's leaner, insalubrious and
contaminated state of the river
Burigangi. So to pet rid of it a pro-
ject styled as “Save Buriganga” is
going to be undezaken. In future
similar projects would be operated
in case of other rivers which will be
not only expensive but also very dif
ficult.

Most people of our country cher-
ish a false notion that environmen-
tal considerations mein hampering
development process. And that's
why EIA is scen as an "add-on™ pant
of the environment. Any change in
its components will give rise to
adverse environmental impacts.
Many of us do not think about this
This situation should not continue
any longer

Massive industrialisation is a cry-
ing need of the time and scope is
there. Decause at this stage of civili-
sation only agricultur:]l culture cane
not support a large population like

mind that environmental issues are
getting Increasing importance day
by day. Forelgn investment nowa
diys in becoming condittonal ol
appropriate environmental manage:
ment inter alia. The world today Is
very much aware of the issuces relat
ed to environment and their elfects
on humans. Different bilateral and
multilateral agencies have become
interested in the potential ol EIA,
The United Nations Environment
Programme had provided guidance
on the assessment of development
proposals and supported rescirch
on EIA in developing countrics,
W, ADB also have EIA guidelines
for different development projects
(where applicable). The ultimate
goal is to consolidate development
and make It environmentally sound,
The Government of Bangladesh
is firmly determined to malntain
sound environment and formulated
Envitonment Policy, 1992 the
Bangladesh Environment
Conscrvatlon Act, 1995 and
Environment Conscrvation Rules,
1997 The Department ol
Environment is the local pomt of
the government. Now the vital tisk
is to take realistic steps to materd
alise the aforesaid Act and policics
Rational distribution of the ¢con-
omy is both the basis of sustained
cconomic growth and the precondi
tion for ecosomic development
that can be ensured through appli-
cation of EIA. lrrational distribution
of cconomy is the prime reason of
environmental pollution and dam-
age. Without battling this situation
any technicalvand administrative
measure however rigld will be of
“ato avial. EIA turns previous

out EIA, steps
are taken to identify impact of one
project on another U more projects
are implemented simultineously in
the same area thele comulative
impacts, regional impacts ete. and
enhancement/mitigation measures
are identificd and residual impacts
too, Experience gained from
Bangladesh's past development
activities, due to lack of proper
guidance of past project operation
and mainienance (O&M) most pro-
jects failed 10 pive expected results,
By condu:ting EIA, carrying capic
ty of a given region can be deter
mined for balanced development.

EIA provides a basis for formulat-
ing appropriate environmental pro-
tection policies and implementing
sound scitntific management. EIA
will tell us what limits to Impose on
the pollution and damage causcd by
a4 particular project in order to meet
the requirement of an environmenn:
tal standard on which we can envis:
ape proper protection meassures
amd which ensure cconomic
returns and that can then be includ
el in the project design.

In fine, EIA makes the relation
ship understandable between the
cconomy, socicty and environment
and offers positive measures for bet:
ter harmonising the relationship
between cconomic development
and environmental conservition as
well as an effective means for
strengtheaing environmental plan-
ning and management. The popu-
larisation of this system s ol great
significance to both economic
development and environmental
protection. There s no scope o
handle (e issue carelessly as our
existenee is highly Hnked with e




