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o~

Hl‘N\’!Il(‘aNM! NT* means the
saggregation/totality of things
both living and non living specics
of a patticular place ina particular
moment, but the abstract meaning
is much more clahorate. To give
special preference to oo certain
environmental area diffecent adjec-
tives are often prefixed (o the
word "environment” e.g. Urban
Environment, Rural Environment,
Economic  Environment clc.
Stmiladly the enviconment of the
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cent are uthan pcople and are
extremely poor and shelierless.
Abeut 150 million people are fac
ing at least some sort of housing
prui:i{lém and 35 million are
absolutely homeless, Only 10 per
cent people live in the hionses that
are hygienic having all the modern
facilitles. According to the survey
repopt, 1992, of Urban Rescarch
Centee, about 40 per cent of total
popilation of Dhaka are floating
;ll:ll are slum dwellers, There ae

hold puarposes, They use kerosene
(1C) lamps at night time and for
inefficient burning, gases like CO2,
CO, soot are releascd into the
atmosphere which appears tothe
the Jast straw that breaks the

camel's back in case of air poilu-

tion of the Dhaka city. In some
cases, diesel or petrol fuel, labri-
cating oil from gatage-cum-work-
shop pollute the soil. Due to water
stagnancy, the environment of the
plums I o very unhyplente foa

tion ete.

Socio-Economic Impact: Abowt
38 per cent of the slum dwellers
are engaged in income rolated
activities, “hey are serving urban
people in many ways like as rick-
shaw pullers to bus drivers, honsc-
mdlds o} ecs ety Most mm
die to old aged wo ..1eﬁ work as
housemd{tl ‘and that's why lower
middle to middle class people can
have housemaids at cheaper rates.
I|| faut, Wt‘ Ly dwellers are vey

'.J much dependent

conventional resi
dential area and the

sloms. The coexis
tenee of the last two
cntities is very come
maon specially in
Nhaka city

in soime cases, diesel or petrol fuel, lubricating oll from
garage- cum~workshop pollute the s
stagnancy, the environment of the $limfis very i
unhydienic for humans but congetiial to Breeding
of mosquitoes, insects, flies, pathogens, and so on.

oil, Dae to wat

on sium dwell n
waintaining t Ekf
J‘Haily life. Majority
hf young somen
work in garment
factorics and
depending on this
labour force, the

Althouph they run
hand in hand there temaing a hupe
pap hetween thoir means or livelr-
hood, joys and screows, hapes atud
contidence cte, Thev are althost
nnknown (o each coner, Such a sic
wition needs to be eliminated as
soon as possible for the well-being
of the nation. Attention has been
given mainly to environment of the
slums, health and sanitation,

~sonrce of drinking water, popula-

tion density, working class and per
capita income, education, reasons
to he a slum dwellers ete. Most of
the slums are in low-land and easily
get inundated (due to medium to
heavy rainfall) Very unhygicnic
condition prevalls there and most
ol the people specially the chil-
dreen suffer from different discases,
Sanitation ds very weak and insuffi-
cient. No legal clectric power sup-
ply or gas line connection are
there i, almost .J civic facilities
are abscal in] thc slum arcas. Most
hread carnerd are ric kshawpullers,
day lahourers, autorickshaw dri-
vers, gatekeepers, cte. And most of
the female workers are housemaids
and a sipnificant part of them are
garment workers especially the
young girls. Almost every slum
dweller falls under low income
gronp and have migrated to Dhaka
in quest of a livelihood.
Slum  Scenarie in Dirief:
According to BBS (Bangladesh
Drean of Statistics), total popula-
tion or Bangladesh is 112 million as
of 1991, out of which 19.1 per
cemt are rival peopls and 2.4 per
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more than 1700 slums in the
Dhaka city and among ‘thébe 423
slums are illepal. Most of these
slums/clusters (70 per cent of total
slume: ) were cstablished after the
indepéndence of Dangladesh and
over 50 new GRSIers per veur are
added to the total units,

It 18 reported that most of the
slums/squatters in the city are
owned by private individuals and a
significant part of the settlements
were, established on the govern-
mentor semi-government lands
ownéd mainly by the department
of Railways, Public Works, and
Roads and Highways

Impact of Slems on Bio-physical
Environment:  Unlucky, low
income peaple are the inhahitint
of the stlums and their activitics
like defecation, urination in open
space cause cnvirommaental degr-

dation. Many of them have made

hanging latrine by jute sacks and
hamboo pole for want of sulficient
sanitation in the slum areas. There
were no legal gas, water clectric
supply also except for a few. The
slums are in comparatively low.
Iand areas and due to opening of
the drains from the surrounding
areas, houschold wastes, poly-
thene baps and other wastes
(including their own) heap up, gt
decayed and produce bad smell
and different harmful gases. They

also use waste papers, tires, tubes,
wood, bamboo, rags from parment
factorics and such other things as
fucl for cooking and other house-

humans but congenial to hrecding,
of muosquitoces, insects, flies,
pathogens, and so on

These are a few examples f)[ the
phyrical lml environment 1;10‘1!!.1-
tion of the <tums leasting to duvl-
tonmental pallation of Dhaka city,
where no anti-pollution measures
are there, In the slum areas, there
is not a sinple tree or herbs that
can be a sink to €02 released by
above means for photosynthesis
and which can purify the air.

Impact on Human THealth: As 4

filthy condition prevails in he
whole slum area, mosqiito, house-
fly ctc breed there in masses and
they are snitable vectors of dJiffer
ent pathopens. They transmit dis-
cases within the sloms and aso in
the surronnding arcas in many
ways ¢.p. food contamination. The
slum dwellers may also be a vector
of different pathopens (of course
unknowingly and due to lack of
awarcness about health care) and
spread diseases in their working
places such as residences of other
people while working Td$ house-
maldy, in hotels, clinles ete,

The slum dwellers are the vic-
tims of the first order ¢f such an
unwholeson.e condition of their
habitat and then the surcounding
people. They often suffer from var-
ious diseases lize diarrhoea, dysen-
tery, fever, pain of stomach cte
and sometimes cowplex diseases.
Mainly children sdffer from the
above mentioned discascs They
also sulfer fronm il health, malauotri-
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parment sector has emerged as 2
fast growing cxport-oriented scc.
tor in Bangladesh. So these people
who were totally jobless in the vit
lage can now earn two square
meals and ¢an dream to educate
their children at Jeast upto the ele-
mentary level,

On thé other hand, they engen:
der various problems in the urhan
society. About 50 per cent or more
rickshaw piillers have no licence
and it is whether a single rickshaw
puller has a minimum knowledge
about trafl.c rules thus creating
serious traffic jam in the city every
day.

In Dangladesh, the sl
dwellers have imposcd extra pres-
sure on socio-cconomic and bio-
physical environment of the city,
Such heing the case, the govern-
ment must be determined to take
appropriate measures against nat-
ural calamities, social injustice and
simultancously steps must he
undertaken for creation of employ-
ment generating activities so the
distressed villagers can earn their
livelihood in the rural arcas. So
that they don't feel inclined to
migrate to the cities, and this is
becalse one's native village is
much rioke beloved to him. But in
case of those who are already in
the cities, and became closely asso-
ciated with urban life are to be
provided with minimum civie facil-
ities and some sort of professional
training for efficient use of man.
power,




